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Melocho on Erev Shabbos (the eve of Shabbos)

However, major projects may not be embarked upon close to Shabbos:

» Examples:

Painting a house, building a deck or purch.bahnting 4 new garden,
starting a new lawn, major household repairs.

c-1) Mailing a letter or package on Friday afternoon

One is permitted to mail a letter on Friday afternoon (where it can be assumed
that the postal employees are non-Jewish) even though the letter will be handled
and/or delivered on Shabbos by the non-Jewish postal workers.*' This is
permitted (and not considered Amirah L” Akum) for a number of reasons, two of
which will be explained below:

1) The service provided by the post office can be classified Halachically as
a Kablanus (contractual agreement). As explained earlier {page 76), a "Kablan"
is one who is contracted to supply a specific item or a defined service. Kablanus
is different from Amirah L' Akum because the Kablan is not responding to the
request or direct needs of his Jewish client, but is merely working for himself.
He is therefore not regarded as a Sh’liach (agent) for the Jew (refer fo pages
#13-64). Similarly, the delivery of the letter on Shabbos is not due to the request
of the patron, but is rather for the convenience of the post office.”™

2) One who mails a letter is not actually instructing any non-Jew to do a
Melocho for him. He merely hands the letter to the clerk, who then sets the
delivery system in motion, i.e. the letter is channeled and processed through
different people in various departments until it reaches its destination. This type
of Melocho via a non-Jew is known as Amira L' Amira (see page 72), which
under these circumstances is permissible.™

One should not send a letter or package via overnight delivery if this will
require that it be handled on Shabbos. (The delivery in this case cannot be
considered Kablanus - see reason #1 cited above).™ However, if it is urgent, one
may send the overnight package even on Friday (as per reason #2 cited above).™

d) Melochos for Shabbos preparation

. Melocho that is needed for Shabbos preparation is permitted until the arrival
of Shabbos.™

The Rubbinic Ordinances of Shabbos (Shvasim) fi41f
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